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People using their mobile phones at a university in Semenyih, outside Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. DNB
was clarifying the facts following a recent article on the 5G rollout in Malaysia by Reuters, claiming
none of the telcos have agreed to use the government’s 5G network yet due to transparency and
pricing issues. — Reuters
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KUALA LUMPUR: Digital Nasional Bhd (DNB) has clarified that its discussions on the
5G rollout with telcommunication providers (telcos) are still ongoing and there have
been no sign-ups so far as the Reference Access Offer (RAO) has yet to be published.
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The country’s sole 5G wholesale service provider expects the RAO, which has to be
published in accordance with the Mandatory Standards of Access, would be finalised by
end-November upon the Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission’s
(MCMC) approval.
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“DNB will begin commercial negotiations with the telcos (after finalising the ROA).
Hence, we will only be able to sign up the telcos after the publication of the RAO.
thus clear that DNB has not sought any sign-up and neither expects the Mobile
Network Operators (MNOs) to sign anything until after the RAO is published,” the
company said in a statement today.
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DNB was clarifying the facts following a recent article on the 5G rollout in Malaysia by
Reuters, claiming none of the telcos have agreed to use the government’s 5G network
yet due to transparency and pricing issues.
“Reuters elected to ignore the facts presented and instead, regretfully, presented an
inaccurate and lop-sided view,” it said.
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DNB noted that it has drafted an RAO for 5G wholesale services and shared it with
MCMC and key industry players in September to enable them to provide their feedback.
has since then been
terms and conditions.
It

in

discussions with MCMC and the telcos to align around the final

DNB also pointed out that it has conducted a successful trial integration of five telcos’
Core Networks to its 5G Radio Access Network (RAN).
Clarifying on allegations related to higher cost of 5G to the MNOs, DNB believes its cost
per GB of 5G, which has been communicated to the telcos, is significantly lower than the
cost to generate on their own networks.
asserted that the incremental or marginal cost per GB of 4G of the telcos currently
at least 50sen.
It

is

The company also clarified that all listed telcos have outperformed the KLSE Composite
Index since the announcement on the formation of DNB to roll out 5G in Malaysia
through a single shared infrastructure.
“Clearly, investors do not believe the telcos will face value destruction. In fact, there is
every reason (to believe) that the lower cost of 5G services from DNB should lead to
higher net earnings and therefore, logically, translate into higher stock prices for these
telcos,” it said.
Meanwhile, DNB pointed out that the government has had to budget an additional
RM28bil of public and private money under the Jendela initiative to connect to less
urban areas, which profit-driven MNOs have failed to provide coverage for.
added that the telcos took seven years to reach 4G coverage in populated areas of
82.2%, while on the other hand, DNB targets to roll out 5G to more than 80% of
coverage in populated areas by 2024. – Bernama
It

Related stories:
Celcom begins 3G network shutdown
Tech talent

in

Asia Pacific see more challenges

Digi: Customers may be affected by ongoing system migration issues
Join our Telegram channel to get our Evening Alerts and breaking news highlights
Topic:

5G

Telcos

How useful

Malaysia

is

MCMC

this article to you?

50% of our readers find this article useful

Found

a

mistake in this article?

Report

it

to us.

Promoted Content
StarPicks

StarPicks

Ad

Ad

The Star

The Star

(spglobal.com)

(Our Better World)

How to cope with
pandemic parenting?

Educator in Sarawak
bags Asia’s outstanding
young teacher award

Asia Oil: What Does
Demand Recovery Look
Like?

No Longer Silent about
Suicide

RISING ABOVE CHALLENGES IN TIMES
OF CRISIS
Ad

Ad

(CNA Lifestyle- Wellness)

The Star

The Star

(Grab)

Singapore is 'most
fatigued' country in the
world – and we’re…

Badminton star named
crepe cake brand
ambassador

Many to hit the road
this week

Enhance employee
benefits and motivation
with food plans and…

THE proactive measures taken by Kumpulan Perangsang
Selangor Bhd (KPS) in its business strategy before and
throughout Covid-19 have evidently paid off. Yet this global
investment holding company remains committed to further
strengthening its fundamental resilience.

Read More

Recommended by

Vouchers

Others Also Read

Category

Tech
Finance

Dell Promo Code - Redeem
Additional Markdown On
Total Bill With Bank Card
Promo
Expires on Jun 02 2022
Telcos 16h ago

5G 3h ago

starplus 08 Nov 2021

Telcos seen to benefit from DNB
5G model

DNB: 5G network discussions
still ongoing, no sign-ups so far
as RAO yet to be published

INTERACTIVE: Candidate list
and key facts on the Melaka
state election

Dell Coupon Malaysia - Grab
Special Deals On Thin & Light
Laptops
Expires on Jun 03 2022

Claim MYR1400 Discount On
Laptops With AMD Ryzen 9
Processor - Dell Coupon
Expires on Jun 04 2022
STARPICKS

How the Lazada 11.11 Effect
changing the ecommerce
landscape

is

Analyst Reports 6h ago

Metro News 16h ago

Quick take: Heineken Malaysia
shares lifted on strong earnings

Telco wins Asia’s best employer
brand award

Dell Discount Code: Get Free
Special Gift On Gaming Deals
Expires on Jun 05 2022

Dell Promo Code: Grab Up To
MYR800 Discount On
Desktop With i7 Processor
Expires on Jun 05 2022

View More Vouchers

Nation 23h ago

Telcos 16h ago

Banking 16h ago

Melaka Polls: Let CM candidates
have public debate on govt
media, says Anwar

5G players await more details
before committing

Maybank expands
i-City Malaysia

Entertainment 4h ago

China 3h ago

Nation 2h ago

HK star Kevin Cheng's top
priority is making wife Grace
Chan happy

Beijing facing severe Covid-19
control and prevention
situation: Officials

Covid-19: 6,517 new cases bring
total to 2,535,338

its

ops to

Load more

Subscriptions

Advertising

Company Info

Help

Policies

The Star Digital Access

Our Rate Card

About Us

Contact Us

Privacy Statement

SMS Services

Classifieds

Job Opportunities

FAQs

Terms & Conditions

Newsstand

Investor Relations

Other Publications

Copyright © 1995- 2021 Star Media Group Berhad (10894D)
Best viewed on Chrome browsers.

