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KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 11 (Reuters) - Malaysia's state-owned 5G network
wholesaler has not yet begun commercial negotiations with the country's
mobile carriers, it said on Thursday, after Reuters reported an impasse over
pricing and transparency ahead of a planned rollout next month.
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None of the country's major mobile operators have signed up to the
government's 5G network because of concerns over the pricing plan proposed
by the Digital Nasional Berhad (DNB), according to the report on Wednesday.
read more

But DNB said in a statement that talks to settle commercial terms were yet to
start. It said it was in talks with the carriers on a "reference access offer" (RAO)
a public document that will cover the details of its 5G wholesale model,
including pricing and service commitments.

-

"Subsequently, DNB will begin commercial negotiations with the telcos," it
said, adding that the document is expected to be finalised at the end of this
month.

"Hence, we will only be able
RAO."
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sign up the telcos after the publication
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The deadlock comes after the government in February set up an agency to build
a centralised wholesale 5G network, abandoning earlier plans to apportion
spectrum to carriers, in a bid to accelerate infrastructure buildup nationwide.

DNB had told Reuters it still hoped to deploy 5G services with some operators
on board in three urban centres next month, with long-term agreements to be
signed in early 2022.
On Thursday, it reiterated its view that its rollout plans would lower the cost of
5G network buildup, and that telco shares have outperformed expectations,
despite carriers' fears that the government initiative would hurt their business.
The Reuters' report had prompted two opposition members
call for a review of the 5G model.
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parliament

Lawmaker Syed Ibrahim Syed Noh said any rollout delay risked having
negative impact on mobile customer services, foreign investment and
Malaysia's digitalisation efforts.
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"With this development, the government must review the single network
wholesaler model... and not rush into (the project) without a thorough
negotiation process with telecommunications companies," he told a news
conference.
Another lawmaker, Fahmi Fadzil, went one step further and called on the
government to "cancel the monopoly" held by DNB.
Reporting by Rozanna Latiff; Editing by Martin Petty and Sanjeev Miglani
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news provider, reaching billions of people worldwide every day. Reuters provides business,
financial, national and international news to professionals via desktop terminals, the world's
media organizations, industry events and directly to consumers.

Thomson Reuters Products
Westlaw

Onesource

Checkpoint

Eikon

Refinitiv Data Platform

World-Check

Build the strongest argument
relying on authoritative
content, attorney-editor
expertise, and industry
defining technology.

The most comprehensive
solution to manage all your
complex and ever-expanding
tax and compliance needs.

The industry leader for online
information for tax,
accounting and finance
professionals.

Information, analytics and
exclusive news on financial
markets - delivered in an
intuitive desktop and mobile
interface.

Access to real-time, reference,
and non-real time data in the
cloud to power your
enterprise.

Screen for heightened risk
individual and entities
globally to help uncover
hidden risks in business
relationships and human
networks.

Advertise With Us
All

Refinitiv Products

quotes delayed

Advertising Guidelines
a

minimum

of

15 minutes. See here

Cookies
for a

complete

list of

exchanges and delays

.

Terms of Use

Privacy

Corrections

Site Feedback

© 2021 Reuters. All rights reserved

